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SUBJECT: REPORTS OF ATTACK ON VIENTIANE AIRPORT, DECEMBER 16 
REF: A VIENTIANE 1159, B VIENTIANE 1364 

1 . LAO AUTHORITIES TOLD SHELL OFFICIALS IN LAOS DECEM- 
BER 21 THAT RESISTANCE ELEMENTS DECEMBER 16 FIRED TWO 
ROUNDS OF EXPLOSIVES ON VIENTIANE'S WATTAY AIRPORT. 

THE LAO OFFICIALS SAID THAT THE APPARENT TARGETS WERE 
MIGS PARKED IN THE MILITARY PORTION OF WATTAY. THE LAO 
OFFICIALS SAID THAT NEITHER OF THE ROUNDS EXPLODED, 

THOUGH THE IMPACT MADE HOLES IN THE CEMENT APRON. 

2. THREE LAO SOURCES HAVE THUS FAR PROVIDED VARYING 
ACCOUNTS OF THE INCIDENT. THE MOST DETAILED ACCOUNT 
REPORTED THAT THE ATTACK WAS APPARENTLY AIMED AT A 
SHELL FUEL DEPOT APPROXIMATELY ONE KILOMETER SOUTHWEST 
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OF THE MILITARY PORTION OF THE AIRPORT. THIS REPORT 
SAID THAT TWO ROUNDS FELL NEAR THE FUEL DEPOT AND 
FAILED TO EXPLODE, BUT THAT ANOTHER ROUND FELL 
APPROXIMATELY ONE KILOMETER NORTHEAST OF THE DEPOT AND 
DID EXPLODE. THE SOURCE FOR THIS REPORT SAID HE HEARD 
ONE EXPLOSION AT 2300 HOURS DECEMBER 16, IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWED BY AUTOMATIC SMALL ARMS FIRE. THIS SOURCE 
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REPORTED SMALL ARMS FIRE IN THE VICINITY OF THE AIRPORT 
THE EVENING OF DECEMBER 17 ALSO. 

3. COMMENT: ATTACKS ON THE SHELL DEPOT IN SAVANNAKHET 
EARLIER IN THE YEAR (REFTELS) SUGGEST THAT THE SHELL 
DEPOT AT WATTAY MIGHT IN FACT HAVE BEEN THE TARGET OF 
THE ATTACK. LAO OFFICIALS MAY HAVE SAID THAT MIGS AT 
THE AIRPORT WERE THE TARGET SO AS NOT TO ALARM SHELL. 
ON THE OTHER HAND, THE MIGS WOULD ALSO MAKE AN APPEAL- 
ING TARGET. 

4. THIS IS THE FIRST RESISTANCE ACTIVITY REPORTED IN 

THE VIENTIANE AREA IN MANY MONTHS AND MAY CAUSE ADDI- 
TIONAL SECURITY MEASURES IN CITY AFFECTING THE 
LOCAL POPULATION AND FOREIGNERS. 
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